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It is hard to appreciate just how large these sharks can get.  The largest seen this year 
was Bruce who is a 16 ½ foot dominant male who weighs a ton or more.  By 
comparison, an 18 foot female white shark can be 6 feet thick, 8 feet wide and weigh 
over 4,000 pounds.  I have seen a large female at the Farallon Islands.  Imagine a 
Volkswagen bus with a tail.  In the white shark world the female is usually much larger.  
The smaller males start to arrive at Guadalupe in July and the larger females arrive in 
Sept-October.  Most, not  all, are gone by Spring.   The semi resident biologist thinks 
there is a population of about 125 sharks that use the lee side of Guadalupe.  Another 
population of unknown size uses the weather side of the island but is poorly studied due 
to the rough and often dangerous sea conditions there.   
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The cooperative photographic shark ID program carried out by the dive community has 
cataloged almost 90 distinct white sharks.  About a third of these show up at the boats 
every year.  I have watched three different sharks grow up over the last several years.  
Bruce, Scar and Skid have risen within the ranks to dominance and survived the very 
brutal and dangerous world a young shark must navigate to reach adulthood. 
 
Where do they go when they leave?  It appears that the white sharks from Northern 
California never go to Guadalupe Island and vice versa.  Both populations do go to the 
same place in the middle of the Pacific to a place where there is little food and nothing 
else.  Perhaps sex is involved, they do not know yet.  Some Guadalupe sharks have 
vacationed in the Hawaiian Islands.  Happy swimming!   They have been spotted on the 
back side of Molokini Crater and several other locations. 
 

 
         They may be huge but they can turn on a dime and in the blink of an eye and you cannot hear them coming. 
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          Researchers are using the latest in technology here.                Research Vessel/ Submarine Tender “ARGO”           
 
Recent reports from Guadalupe indicate the bottom at 300 meters/990 feet is mud and 
sand with a robust population of Sea Pens….and white sharks!  One of my guests got to 
ride the sub to the bottom and saw 4 sharks at very close range.  Mauricio Hoyos has 
written his Doctorial thesis on the migration patterns of the white sharks on Guadalupe 
Island.  His rides in the submarine were shark fests with multiple sightings of a wide 
variety of sharks.  What this means is that the many sharks we see on the surface are 
but a subset of the total population resident there during the fall months.  His research 
has shown that the sharks spend a lot of time down there deep off the lee side cliffs of 
the ancient caldera forming the bay where we seek out these incredible predators.     
 
Dr. Hoyos has found that the shark population at Guadalupe spends a lot of time deep 
along the islands shelf where it is cold and dark.  He theorizes that they are lurking there 
to attempt to defeat a strategy used by approaching elephant seals arriving to haul out at 
Guadalupe rookeries.  The seals are capable of diving to extreme depth for long periods 
and avoid the surface when approaching or leaving the island.  They swim fast and hug 
the bottom.  It is interesting to note that we have seldom seen an elephant seal on the 
surface while anchored off the rookery although hundreds of elephant seals crowd the 
beaches during the annual shark congregation at Guadalupe.  From the sharks point of 
view it really is like bears waiting for salmon in the rivers in comparison. 
 
Scientists have been astounded just how far and how deep these sharks travel when 
they move.  They swim thousands of miles at depths up to 800 meters and swim in very 
cold, almost freezing water at that depth.  Whiteʼs are a warm-bodied fish species with 
the ability to raise its body temperature above the surrounding waters. This gives these 
sharks a superior energy advantage over competitive species and formidable power and 
speed.  At Guadalupe they chase down yellowfin tuna, a fish that also shares the ability 
to elevate its internal core temperature above ambient.  Whites are found worldwide in 
temperate seas including the Sea of Cortez north past Oregon and the entire coast of 
California.   
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They are really beautiful animals arenʼt they?                  
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It may sound a little strange to take your entire family out for a dip in the food chain off a 
remote island in the middle of nowhere but I assure you that it was entirely worth it.  With 
the current unrest and indecision about the future of these trips I wanted each of my 
children to get to see a white shark up close and personally experience an encounter 
with one of the earthʼs great apex predators.  To be able to see and reach out and touch 
these supremely evolved fish in their own habitat is an awesome and humbling 
experience.  It is the kind of adventure that they will remember for the rest of their lives.  
Not many families in the world can say they have all dove with white sharks!  I am 
blessed with an adventurous wife and family who relish these trips and share my sense 
of adventure.  
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Here is an interesting photographic contrast on lighting technique.  This is the same shark, our friend Skid, 
photographed in natural. available light in the upper image and soft, diffused balanced-light, flash-fill strobe 
lighting in the lower photo.  Notice how the flash fill in the lower eliminated the sunray dappling in the body of 
the top shark image  
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No expedition is successful without a knowledgeable and experienced crew.  “Doc Anes” 
of San Diego Shark Diving, Inc. has been taking people to experience the sharks of the 
world for over two decades.  He knows what he is doing and really cares for his 
customers.  Doc is a long time friend and client as well.  He is assisted by the most 
gracious and capable Jesse Harper, or Shark Chic as I have known her many years.  
Finally, the newest member of the crew is the Divemaster, my daughter Shannon whom 
Doc has dubbed “Chum Girl”.  All Iʼll say Doc is Good Luck!  John Bock is a veteran 
videographer and produces the Expedition videos for many of the Guadalupe trips.   
 

            Jesse             John Bock                    “Doc” Anes   
 

   
 
We had one slow day.  Everyone thought we were certifiably mental when I broke out the Santa Hats for the 
Christmas shot.  We went under with the Santa hats on and the sharks showed up just a little while after we took 
this shot the last day. 

            

 

 

 




